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City of Auburn Plan Annex 

Introduction  

The following is a summary of key information about the 

jurisdiction and its history. 

Population 

The City of Auburn was incorporated in 1891. As of April 2019, 

the population has grown to 81,720, according to the Washington 

State Office of Financial Management (OFM). 

 Between 2000 and 2010 the population of Auburn increased 

74.1% however, a significant portion of this growth was the 

result of two annexations consisting of Lea Hill (east) and West 

Hill (west) that became effective in 2008. Between 2010 and 

2019 the city increased in population by 16.44% (OFM, 2019). 

In 2017, Auburn was one of the top ten cities for population 

growth within Washington State; the top ten cities in descending 

order were: Seattle, Vancouver, Spokane,                                                                             

Federal Way, Kent, Tacoma, Auburn, Redmond, and                                                                            

Everett (OFM, 2017). 

Location and Description 

The City of Auburn is located in the Southern Puget Sound area of the State of Washington, approximately 20 

miles south of Seattle. Auburn has an area of approximately 29.83 square miles, with approximately 28.17 square 

miles located in King County and approximately 1.66 square miles located in Pierce County. The City lies at the 

south end of State Route 18, at its intersection with State Route 167. Mount Rainier lies approximately 55 miles to 

the southeast of the City. The diverse geography of the City presents a  need to consider all hazard mitigation 

planning efforts and also influences the probability of landslides, floods, earthquakes, and volcano/ lahar events. 

The topography includes the centrally located, north south aligned Green River Valley, as well as the West 

Hill, East Hill, and Southeast plateaus. The City is part of two watersheds that flow to Puget Sound; the 

northern portion of the City occurs within the Green-Duwamish Watershed (Water Resource Inventory Area 

9) and the southern portion lies within the Puyallup-White Watershed (Water Resource Inventory Area 10). 

The City boundaries include the Green and White Rivers, Bowman, Mill and Olson Creeks and as well as 

numerous small streams throughout the City. 

The Muckleshoot Indian Tribe (MIT) is located both inside and outside the city limits of Auburn. The MIT 

was established in 1874, and is comprised of the descendants of the area's original Coast Salish peoples. The 

Muckleshoot Reservation consists of six sections of land situated diagonally, has 20 miles of boundaries, and 

encompasses six square-miles. Three sections (3 square miles) are within the municipal limits of the City of 

Auburn. Many of the landowners within the reservation boundaries are not tribal members over which the 

city has authority. The sections located outside the City are mostly surrounded by farms and rural areas, with 

urbanization encroaching on the western portion. The Muckleshoot Tribe is one of Washington' s largest 

tribes, with a membership of about 3,300. 

 

 

Jurisdiction Profile 

As of 2014 Auburn is ranked 

as the 14th-most populated 

city in the State of 

Washington. It is located in 

King and Pierce County the 

two most populated counties 

in the state (Auburn 

Community Profile, 2015 

Appendix H of the 

Comprehensive Plan). 
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Brief History 

The City of Auburn was home to some of the earliest settlers in King County. Nestled in a fertile river valley, 

Auburn has been both a farm community and a center of business and industry for more than 150 years. 

Auburn is located near the original confluence of the Green and White rivers, both of which contain runoff 

water from the Cascade Mountain range. The valley was originally the home of the Skopamish, Smalhkamish , 

and Stkamish Indian tribes. The first white men in the region were explorers and traders who arrived in the 

1830s. 

Settlers first came to the valley in the 1850s. On October 27, 1855, an Native American  ambush killed nine 

people, including women and children. In November, a military unit led by Lieutenant William Slaughter 

camped near what is now present-day Auburn. On December 4, 1855, a group of Native Americans attacked, 

killing Lt. Slaughter and two other men. 

A new treaty was written which provided the establishment of the Muckleshoot reservation, which is the only 

Indian reservation now within the boundaries of King County. The White River tribes collectively became 

known as the Muckleshoot tribe. 

A group of white settlers, including the Neely and Ballard families, began returning to the area. In 1891, the 

town of Slaughter incorporated. Although many older citizens considered the town' s name a memorial, 

many newer residents understandably felt uncomfortable with it. Within two years, the town was renamed 

Auburn, taken from the first line of Oliver Goldsmith' s poem, The Deserted Village: "Sweet Auburn! 

Loveliest village of the plain." 

Auburn had been a bustling center for hop farming until 1890 when the crops were destroyed by aphids. 

After the severe crop loss, the farms were mostly dairy farms and berry farms. Nevertheless, flooding was 

still a problem for Auburn farmers up until the Howard Hanson Dam was built in 1962 . The dam on the 

Green River, along with the Mud Mountain dam on the White River, provided controlled river management, 

which left the valley nearly flood free. 

Another impetus to Auburn' s growth was the railroad. The Northern Pacific Railroad put a rail line through 

town in 1883, but it was the Seattle-Tacoma Interurban line that allowed easy access to both cities starting in 

1902. The Interurban allowed farmers to get their product to the markets within hours after harvest. The 

railroad, along with better roads, caused many new companies to set up business in Auburn, among them 

the Borden Condensery (which made Borden's Condensed Milk) and the Northern Clay Company. 

Auburn grew through the twentieth century like many American towns. The 1920s were prosperous for 

citizens, but the Great Depression of the 1930s left many in need. During World War II, many local Japanese 

farmers had their land seized and were forcibly moved to internment camps. At the same time, local boys were 

sent to fight in the Pacific, and some died in battle. 

The postwar era was prosperous to Auburn, bringing more businesses and a community college to the city. 

In 1963, The Boeing Company built a large facility to mill sheet metal skin for jet airliners. As time went on, 

many farms disappeared as the land was converted to industrial use. In the 1990s, a large regional shopping 

mall was built in the valley, enticing consumers from all over the Puget Sound region. 

Auburn has made the transition from small farms to large industries, but much of the city' s history remains. 

A monument in the memory of Lieutenant Slaughter, erected in 1918, still stands in a local park. The Neely 

Mansion, built by the son of a pioneer in 1891, has been refurbished and is listed on the National Register of 

Historic Places. Auburn' s downtown still maintains a "Main Street U.S.A." appearance. (Sources: Clarence B. 

Bagley, 1929 and Josephine Emmons Vine, 1990) 
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Climate 

Auburn's average annual snowfall is 6.8 inches per year and the average annual rainfall is 39.14 inches per 

year. Temperatures range between an annual average high of 61.7 degrees and an average low of 44.6 degrees. 

While the climate of Western Washington is mild on average, high-hazard storms and weather patterns impact the 

area on a frequent basis. The most frequent weather-related impacts come as a result of windstorms that can cause 

widespread damage and coastal flooding; atmospheric river events that cause flooding, landslides, and can increase 

the threat of dam or levee failure; and winter storms that can result in transportation impacts. Western Washington 

sometimes experiences extreme weather events, including heat and cold that challenge health and infrastructure 

systems, severe thunderstorms that can produce wind damage, and even occasional tornadoes. Finally, weather can 

also strongly influence other hazards such as wildfires as well as HAZMAT incidents, ash fall, and smoke plumes 

which can result in hazardous health conditions. 

Governing Body Format 

The City of Auburn is a non-charter code city retaining the council-mayor form of government, as provided 

in the Revised Code of Washington (RCW) 35A.02.030 of the Optional Municipal Code for the State. The 

Mayor and seven Council Members serve the City of Auburn. The City Council is responsible for setting 

City policies as well as reviewing and approving Auburn's Hazard Mitigation Annex. Auburn Emergency 

Management will oversee the plan's implementation. The City is organized into the following departments: 

Administration, Finance, Human Resources, Risk and Property Management, Information Services, Legal, 

Parks, Arts and Recreation, Community Development, Police, and Public Works. 

Development Trends 

The City of Auburn established its land use pattern with adoption of the first modern Comprehensive (Land 

Use) Plan in 1986. The Plan was amended to comply with the Growth Management Act (GMA) in April 

1995 and is updated annually. The most recent major update to the Comprehensive Plan was adopted by City 

Council on December 14, 2015 (Ordinance No. 6584).  

The overall urban form of the City is heavily influenced by its location in a river valley surrounded by 

relatively steep hillsides. The organization of the land use pattern of the plan generally separates the City into 

five areas (reference Map 1.2 òDistrictsó below):  

¶ North Auburn - a regional serving area which is a concentration of employment base. 

¶ South Auburn - a community serving area which contains a majority of the older, more established 

residential areas and locally oriented businesses. 

¶ Southeast Auburn - a low density residential and environmentally sensitive area. 

¶ The Plateau ð a residential area featuring land within the Muckleshoot Indian Tribeõs reservation 

boundary and jurisdiction, and the Seven Day Adventists òAcademy.ó 

¶ Lakeland ð a master planned community featuring a mix of residential and commercial uses. 

¶ West Hill - a residential area featuring a mix of older, established low density, rural development 

without a commercial area. 

¶ Lea Hill ð a residential area comprised of rural development, traditional suburban development, and 

small locally serving commercial areas. 

¶ The downtown area which uniquely serves both the region and local community.  

 

The annexation of Lea Hill, West Hill, and Lakeland Hills South substantially increased the number of 

households and development potential within the City. The West Hill and Lea Hill annexations, respectively, 

brought relatively low-density rural uses intermixed with traditional suburban residential developments, and a 
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range of levels of infrastructure. As shown on Map 1.2. òDistrictsó below, Lea Hill is bound by the Green 

River, Highway 18, S. 277th St., and Kent. Much of this area was annexed into Auburn in 2008. West Hill is 

bound by West Valley Highway, 51st Ave., and agricultural lands to the north. Much of West Hill was 

annexed in 2008, although annexations occurred throughout the 1990s. Lakeland Hills South together with 

Lakeland Hills (North) is considered òLakelandó. Lakeland Hills South is bounded by Lakeland Hills to the 

north, with the county line between King and Pierce County as the upper bound, and unincorporated Pierce 

County to south. Lakeland Hill South was annexed into the City of Auburn between 1998 and 2005. 

In 2004, Auburn's downtown was designated and stills remains an "Urban Center" pursuant to the King 

County Countywide Planning Policies. Urban Centers are areas with concentrated housing and employment, 

supported by high capacity transportation systems and retail, recreational, public facilities parks and open 

space. Much of the county's growth in employment and a significant share of new housing is focused within 

urban centers. 

In 2017 Lakeland Hills South was designated as a òCenter of Local Importanceó (COLI) pursuant to the 

Pierce Countywide Planning Policies. Centers of Local Importance are considered concentrations of activities 

and land uses that provide a sense of place for the community and neighborhood. As a master planned 

community, Lakeland Hills South features a number of land uses, including residential, civic, recreational, 

commercial, and cultural areas that provide a sense of place for the community and surrounding area.  

Within Puget Sound Regional Councilõs (PSRC) Vision 2040 (adopted in 1995) the regional long-range plan, 

the City of Auburn is considered a òCore City,ó a regionally designated growth center that is intended to 

accommodate a significant share of future growth within the region. PSRC is in the process of adopting 

Vision 2050, an update to Vision 2040, and under the revised regional long-range plan, Auburn will still be 

considered a Core City.  

The City's development regulations, which include zoning, closely align with and implement the land use 

designations of the Comprehensive (Land Use) Plan. The zoning regulations are periodically updated. The 

City adopted its Critical Areas Ordinance in compliance 

with GMA in May 2005 (Ordinance No. 5894) to 

provide for the identification, regulation and protection 

of environmentally sensitive areas including wetlands, 

streams, wildlife habitat, geologic hazard areas, 

groundwater protection areas, and flood hazard areas. 

The city updated its floodplain regulations, Chapter 

15.68 of the City code, in 2008 (Ordinance No. 6161) 

and updated its Shoreline Management Program in April 

2009 (Ordinance No. 6235) in compliance with the State 

Shoreline Management Action RCW 90.58. The Green 

and White Rivers are subject to the shoreline 

regulations. The City is currently in the process of 

updating its Critical Areas Ordinance and Shoreline 

Management Program and intends to have the update 

complete by the end of December 2019.  

 

 

 

 

Jurisdiction Point of Contact:  

Name: Jerry E. Thorson 

Title: Emergency Manager 

Entity: Auburn, City of 

Phone: 253-876-1909 

Email: jthorson@auburnwa.gov 

 

Plan Prepared By:  

Name: Jerry E. Thorson 

Title: Emergency Manager  

Entity: Auburn, City of 

Phone:253-876-1909 

Email: jthorson@auburnwa.gov 
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Jurisdiction Risk Summary  

Hazard Risk and Vulnerability Summary  

H AZARD RISK SUMMARY VULNERABILITY SUMMARY IMPACT SUMMARY 
Earthquake City of Auburn is 

susceptible to multiple 
fault lines that can 
produce major 
earthquakes. The largest 
fault lines can produce 
earthquakes that induce 
damages ranging from 
2.8% (M9.0 Cascadia 
Earthquake) to 7.4% 
(M7.1 Tacoma Fault) of 
total building and 
contents. 
 
A significant percentage 
of structures in Auburn 
reside within a 
liquefaction risk zone. 
 

According to the 2018 King 
County Risk Report, Auburn has 
a total of 15,352 Structures for a 
total value (buildings and 
contents) of $11.9B. Of those 
structures, 447 have an 
earthquake loss ratio of greater 
than or equal to 10% of total 
building and contents.  
 
Auburn has 6,715 structures 
located in moderate or higher 
liquefaction zones. That is 
43.7% of the total structures 
within the city. The exposed 
value of those structures 
(building and contents) is 
approximately $8.1B. The high 
dollar amount comparatively, is 
due in part to the commercial 
areas and density of the 
structures in the Auburn valley 
area. 
 
Also located in the liquefaction 
zone are key infrastructure 
include, but not limited to: 

¶ Streets 

¶ Bridges 

¶ Railroad 

¶ Hospitals 

¶ Schools 

¶ Utilities 

¶ Government Facilities 

¶ Airport 
 

Over 78% of the planning 
areaõs building stock was built 
prior to 1994, when seismic 
provisions became uniformly 
applied through building code 
applications.  
 
Earthquakes can trigger other 
natural hazard events such as 
dam failures and landslides, 
which could severely impact 
the planning area. 
 
In addition to all of King 
County, much of Auburn is 
likely to experience a major 
disruption in flow of goods 
and services due to the 
destruction of major 
transportation infrastructure 
across the broader region. 
 
Development of new 
structures and infrastructure 
continues through the 
liquefaction prone zone. 

Flood 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6.43% of the total land 
area of the city is within 
the Special Flood 
Hazard Area. The city 
has good floodplain 
management regulations 
and has limited 
development; however, 
there are some 
structures already 

There are 114 structures exposed 
in the special flood hazard area, 
with an exposed value (building 
and contents) of $685.5 M. We 
have zero repetitive loss 
properties located in the special 
flood hazard area. Structures 
within the Special Flood Hazard 
area consist of residential, 
commercial and institutional 
organizations.  

Since 2015, there have been 
few flooding events that 
produced minor impacts 
within the City. Auburnõs last 
major flood event was during 
the 2015 declared flood 
emergency in Washington 
State. Lowland flooding and 
localized small landslides 
occurred in Auburn. 
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present in the 
floodplain.  

 
 

The frequent, yet minor 
flooding events that occur 
during flood season poses a 
unique risk that gradually 
increases over time due to the 
accumulation and build-up of 
silt and river debris within the 
river channel. 
 
In 1996 the City purchased 
1508 W Main St. (parcel no. 
1421049036) in Auburn, WA 
for open space utilizing Hazard 
Mitigation Grant Program 
funds. This property was a 
repetitive loss property; but 
because the city acquired it and 
demolished the building it is no 
longer in that category. 

 
 

Landslide The City of Auburn is 
susceptible to landslides 
along our many hills. 
Landslides can be some 
of the most destructive 
events in nature, posing 
a serious hazard to 
people and properties 
on or below hillsides, in 
addition to critical 
infrastructure such as 
transportation. The 
majority of significant 
slide events in King 
County have occurred 
during or shortly after 
storm events. 
 
 

143 (>1%; $142 M) structures 
are exposed to landslide hazard 
areas within city limits.  
 
Most of the structures within the 
landslide prone areas are 
residential. However, critical 
infrastructure consisting of 
transportation, streets, and 
bridges are often heavily 
impacted during slide events. 

Due to landslide hazard zones, 
both city residents and critical 
infrastructure are greatly 
impacted during slide events. 
Many homes are located in 
landslide hazard zones posing 
serious risk to life safety. 
 
Main transportation routes 
within landslide hazard areas, 
key roads are periodically 
closed due to landslides. These 
closures cause a disruption to 
flow of goods and services, 
creating traffic elsewhere, 
delaying response times for 
emergency responders, and 
impacting city residents. 

Severe 
Weather 

The City of Auburn is 
susceptible to a variety 
of different severe 
weather events including 
thunderstorms, hail 
storms, damaging winds, 
tornadoes, drought and 
excessive heat. 

All critical facilities are exposed 
to severe weather. Additional 
facilities on higher ground may 
also be exposed to wind damage 
or damage from falling trees. 
The most common problems 
associated with severe weather 
are loss of utilities. Downed 
power lines can cause blackouts, 
leaving large areas isolated. 
Phone, water and sewer systems 
may not function. Roads may 

A severe weather event that 
causes damage to 10% of the 
structures and infrastructure 
within the City can potentially 
result in upwards of $2 B. 
 
An event that causes damage 
to 50% can potentially result in 
upwards of $9 B. 
 
Severe weather can cause 
damage to residential, 



 

Auburn Hazard Mitigation Plan  Page 7 

 

become impassable due to 
secondary hazards such as 
landslides. 

commercial, institutional and 
government assets including: 

¶ Streets 

¶ Bridges 

¶ Railroad 

¶ Hospitals 

¶ Schools 

¶ Utilities 

¶ Government Facilities 

¶ Airport 
 

Severe Winter 
Weather 

The City of Auburn is 
susceptible to a variety 
of different severe 
winter weather events 
including any dangerous 
cold-weather 
phenomena with the 
potential to cause 
damage, serious social 
disruption, or loss of 
human life. It includes 
snowstorms, ice storms, 
hail storms, blizzards, 
damaging winds, and 
extreme cold. 
 
 
 

Severe winter weather can 
significantly impact city services, 
stranding commuters, stopping 
the flow of supplies, and 
disrupting emergency and 
medical services.  
 
Accumulations of snow can 
collapse buildings and knock 
down trees and power lines. 
Significant snow events may 
result in residential homes and 
local businesses being without 
power and heat for a prolonged 
amount of time, causing major 
life safety issues throughout the 
city. 
 
In underdevelopment and/or 
low density residential areas, 
homes and farms may be 
isolated for days, and 
unprotected livestock may be 
lost. 
 
The City of Auburn is 
particularly vulnerable to snow 
and ice events due to steep hills 
and roads.  
 
Ice and snow events, in 
combination with wind, can 
increase the severity and impact 
of severe winter weather. 

Severe winter weather, such as 
the February 2019 snowstorm, 
can immobilize a region and 
paralyze a city.  
 
The most recent snow event in 
February 2019, forced closures 
of several roads throughout the 
City: 

¶ Mt View Drive, 
Terrace View Drive, 
105th SE, S 292nd St 
and the Lakeland 
Parkway were all 
closed due to 
snow/ice. 

¶ Oravetz was closed 
due to downed trees 
and power lines,  

¶ Riverwalk was closed 
because of a semi-
truck was stuck.  

¶ Kersey due to an 
accident investigation. 

 
 
 
Snow and ice storms have a 
significant impact on the Cityõs 
public works department. 
Additional staffing, extended 
work hours, and specialized 
resources are required during 
such events in order to 
maintain traffic systems and 
critical infrastructure.  
 
The city activates an 
Emergency Snow & Ice 
Removal Plan that prioritizes 
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specific routes such as main 
arterials, transit and school bus 
routes, and life line routes. 
Secondary and lower-priority 
routes will be maintained after 
primary routes are managed, 
based on conditions and 
resources available. 
 
The Cityõs most vulnerable 
populations are especially 
impacted by severe winter 
weather events, such as 
snowstorms and prolonged 
cold spells. Impacts include 
loss of power and heat, 
interruption of transportation 
services, and inability to obtain 
food and water. 
 
Depending on conditions, city 
staffing levels may be impacted 
or reduced due to employees 
unable to report to work safely. 
These conditions compounded 
by lower staffing levels, are 
likely to increase response 
times for public safety 
personnel. 

Volcano Past eruptions of Mt. 
Rainier have caused 
lahar flows through the 
Auburn valley. The 
Auburn valley floor is at 
risk of a future lahar. 
The mud flow would 
likely follow the White 
River basin and flow 
north through the city. 
This flow, would likely 
cover the infrastructure 
and buildings along the 
valley.  
 
 
 
 

6,712 (43.7%) of structures in 
Auburn are within the Lahar risk 
zone in the event of a Volcanic 
eruption. 
 
Located in the lahar risk zone 
are key infrastructure include, 
but not limited to: 

¶ Streets 

¶ Bridges 

¶ Railroad 

¶ Utilities 

¶ Government Facilities 

¶ Schools 
 

Critical infrastructure within 
the lahar risk zone include, but 
are not limited to: 

¶ Streets 

¶ Bridges 
o R Street 
o A Street 

¶ Schools 
o Ilalko Elementary 

School 
o Auburn Riverside 

High School 
o Mt. Baker Middle 

School 
o Gildo Rey 

Elementary School 
o Pioneer Elementary 

School 
o Holy Family 

Catholic School 
o Olympic Elementary 

School 

¶ Railroad 
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o Passenger Trains 
o BNSF 
o Union Pacific 

¶ Utilities 
o BPA Transmission 

Lines 

¶ Government Facilities 
o Auburn 

Maintenance & 
Operations 

o Government 
Services 
Administration 
(GSA) 

o VRFA Fire Stations 
 
In addition to the lahar risk, 
the area north of the lahar 
zone is identified as a post-
lahar flooding and 
sedimentation area that poses 
significant risk to the Auburn 
valley floor north of HWY18. 
Additional critical 
infrastructure located within 
the post lahar sedimentation 
and flooding area include: 

¶ Auburn Municipal 
Airport 

¶ City Hall and the 
Annex Building 

¶ Multicare Auburn 
Medical Center 
(Hospital) 
 

Cyber Attack The City uses a variety 
of systems, services, and 
devices that reply upon 
both internal and 
external computer 
networks in order to 
function properly. These 
networks as a whole are 
commonly referred to 
òcyberspaceó and 
failures in them, 
regardless of cause, are 
commonly referred to as 
òcyber incidentsó. Cyber 
incidents have the 
potential to disable city 
services release non-

Major cyber incidents can occur 
with or without warning. 
 
Significant cyber events may be 
malicious or 
accidental/inadvertent, but initial 
response must not be dependent 
on determining which. 

 
Cyber vulnerabilities are both 
technological and human caused 
and will continue to exist 
regardless of the number of 
safeguards put in place and the 
amount of training conducted. 

 

Cyber incidents have the 
potential to disable city 
services, release non-
disclosable information to 
unknown parties, and create 
public safety issues, among 
other things. 
 
Cyber events could reduce our 
ability to provide water and 
sewer services to residents, our 
ability to receive payments for 
utilities bills, lose our ability to 
provide payroll and residents 
lose their ability connect to the 
City. 
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disclosable information 
to unknown parties, and 
create public safety 
issues, among 
other things. 
 
 
 
 
 

Regardless of cause, major cyber 
incidents have the potential to 
shutdown critical infrastructure, 
negatively affect life safety, 
reveal protected information, 
and to cause harm to people, 
data, and physical assets. 

 
Incidents may start and end on 
systems that are outside of the 
Cityõs direct control. 
 

Dam Failure There are seven active 
dams that protect the 
City of Auburn. The 
four with the most 
potential for damage are 
the Howard Hanson 
Dam, Mud Mountain 
Dam, Lake Youngs 
Reservoir Dam, and the 
Lake Tapps System of 
dikes around the lake. 
 
 
 

At full capacity, both the 
Howard Hanson, and Mud 
Mountain Dams have the 
potential of flooding the entire 
Auburn Valley floor in the event 
of a dam failure. 
 
The Lake Tapps system of dikes 
poses significant risk to many 
residential homes, and much of 
the Auburn Valley floor. 
 
If Dikes #6-12 (generally located 
along the north side of Lake 
Tapps) were to fail, the flow of 
water would inundate the White 
River causing significant 
flooding throughout the valley 
floor. 
 
A failure of the Lake Youngs 
Reservoir dam would also have 
significant impact on the City of 
Auburn. A breach would follow 
the Soos creek system to the 
Green River and then flow 
through the city.  
 
Within the projected flood risk 
zones for each major Dam, the 
City has the following critical 
infrastructure that would be 
greatly impacted: 

¶ Streets 

¶ Bridges 

¶ Railroad 

¶ Utilities 

¶ Airport 

¶ Schools 
 

Howard Hanson Dam: A 
significant failure of the 
Howard Hanson dam, while at 
maximum capacity of the 
reservoir, would reach the area 
north of the airport in less than 
three hours, providing little 
time for evacuation of the 
Auburn valley floor.  
 
Mud Mountain Dam: A 
significant failure of the Mud 
Mountain Dam, while at 
maximum capacity of the 
reservoir would reach the 
southwest part of Auburn in 
less than two hours.  
  
All city facilities in the Auburn 
valley would likely be unusable, 
after a failure of either dam, 
including the equipment and 
vehicles stored in those 
locations. Most homes and 
businesses in the same area 
would also be untenable. 
 
Lake Youngs Reservoir: A 
failure of the Lake Youngs 
Reservoir dam would also have 
significant impact on the City 
of Auburn. A breach would 
follow the Soos creek system 
to the Green River and then 
flow through the city. The 
most significant impacts would 
be in the north end of the city, 
from the Green river on the 
east to nearly SR 167 on the 
west and from approximately 
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The remaining 3 Dams within 
City limits are smaller and pose 
significantly less risk to 
structures and critical 
infrastructure within the City. 

15 St. NW to the northern city 
boundary. A breach of the 
Lake Youngs Dam could reach 
the city limits in approximately 
4.5 hours, and could reach the 
area north of 15th St. NW 
within approximately 5 hours. 
 
A significant portion of city 
facilities in this area, including 
the Auburn Airport could be 
inundated with flood waters.  
 
Lake Tapps: A significant 
breach of the dikes on the 
north end of Lake Tapps 
would have a significant impact 
on the area of Auburn between 
Oravetz Road and the white 
river. This would impact 
residents and businesses in the 
area along with any 
infrastructure.  
 
Other Dams: The three 
remaining Dams would have 
less impact on the City, and 
likely be confined to 
neighborhoods immediately 
downstream. 

Public Health 
Emergency 

A Public Health 
Emergency could 
include a number of 
issues such as Measles, 
Mumps, and Influenza.  
 
The worldwide public 
health and scientific 
community is 
increasingly concerned 
about the potential for a 
pandemic to arise from 
the widespread and 
growing avian influenza 
outbreak across several 
continents. 
 
Auburn will continue to 
participate in 
Seattle/King County 
Public Health initiatives 
and did not include this 

The creation of a novel virus 
means that most, if not all, 
people in the world will have 
never been exposed 
to the new strain and have no 
immunity to the disease. It also 
means that new vaccines must 
be developed 
and therefore are not likely to be 
available for months, during 
which time many people could 
become 
infected and seriously ill. 
 
A significant pandemic may 
generate patient loads sufficient 
to exceed capacity of local 
healthcare facilities and sectors. 
In addition, public demand for 
lab testing, vaccine, antiviral 
medications and 

There are several 
characteristics of an influenza 
pandemic that differentiate it 
from other public health 
emergencies. First, it has the 
potential to suddenly cause 
illness in a very large number 
of people, who could 
easily overwhelm the 
healthcare system throughout 
the nation. A pandemic 
outbreak could also jeopardize 
essential City and community 
services by causing high levels 
of absenteeism in critical 
positions in every workforce. It 
is likely that vaccines against 
the new virus will not be 
available for six to eight 
months following the 
emergence of the virus. 
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as a separate mitigation 
strategy. 
 

health information may 
overwhelm day-to-day local 
public health and healthcare 
systems, providers 
and facilities. 
 
Basic services, such as 
healthcare, law enforcement, 
fire, emergency response, 
communications, transportation, 
and utilities, could be disrupted 
during a pandemic. Finally, the 
pandemic, unlike many other 
emergency events, could last for 
several weeks, if not months. 

Tsunami The City of Auburn is 
not susceptible to 
impacts from a Tsunami 
and did not include this 
hazard in the mitigation 
planning process. 

  

Avalanche The City of Auburn is 
not susceptible to 
impacts from an 
Avalanche and did not 
include this hazard in 
the mitigation planning 
process. 

  

Wildfire While Auburn does face 
some risk in regards to 
Wildfire, those risks are 
addressed through other 
planning processes in 
partnership with Valley 
Regional Fire Authority. 
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